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Introduction
Problem identification is the process of being able to look deeply into a situation or scenario and coming up with issues that if resolved or handled differently, would yield positive results as opposed to the current negative effects they have caused or might cause. For the problem to be well resolved all the six stages must be followed attentively and sequentially. The success of the firsts step eases the success of the other steps subsequently and the ultimate success in the end. The correct identification and analysis of the problem determine whether the appropriate solution of the problem will be attained or not as evident in the following scenario.
 Define the problem in the scenario that you have chosen 
There are two problems. The first problem is me failing to guide my child on how to go about the school homework project. The second problem is the other parent whose child is in the same class as mine, not allowing her child to work on the assignment by himself/herself.
Analyze the problem in the scenario
Failing to take part in my child’s assignment is good for my child as it makes him take responsibility for his work and this build his self-confidence. As he sits his exams and any other assignments given to him at school he will be able to handle the work without seeking help from anyone. It also encourages him to research since apart from his researches there is no other source of information. The failure to guide my child into including all the project requirements will result in his failure in the project which might demoralize him when he does not get the results he desires after all the hustle by himself at his mother’s watch. My baby could also blame me for not reminding him the correct thing to do.
The other parent taking off of work to help her child work on the homework project is really encouraging especially to the child. The child feels honored and loved by the parent such that she is important than work to her mother. This pride gives the child confidence in the parent and fosters such a strong relationship between the two. The child might receive a good grade on the project and this motivates her. On the other hand, the parent going an extra mile for the child’s homework might end up making the child dependent on the parent. This is disadvantageous as the child might not be able to complete her projects in future while the mother is away. The child will also not feel responsible for the project as she has not put in a lot of effort as the mother has done. 
Generate options for solving the problem in the scenario
Checking and reminding the child to include all the required elements in the project. Letting the child do the assignment on his own but as a parent being available in case he needs any advice or help. Correcting the child when he goes wrong with his homework. Not fail to go to work for a child’s homework. Consulting with my child’s class-teacher on how much time the children have to do their homework. 
 Evaluate the options for solving the problem
Consulting with the class-teacher on how long and how the children should go about the assignment will help clarify whether the project is an all child’s project or the parents can come in to help perhaps with buying the project items. The consultation also shows the teacher how supportive I am as a parent to both the teacher and the child. It is a show of responsibility. Understanding the time available for the assignment will also ensure that the children take their time to deliver their best. The time awareness will also help me guide my child into taking their time to critically work on the homework project. Not failing to go to work for a child’s homework will show the child how important work is and that everyone should play their role in the best way possible. This act earns the parent respect from the parent as it is a manifestation of commitment to work. Checking the assignments requirements and reminding the child to collect all the research materials that they need for their assignment will guide the child into delivering what is expected of them. It also makes me responsible as a parent as it shows care and concern for my child’s academic progress. Encouraging the child to seek help with me as a parent when need arises makes the child feel cared for and motivates them. Besides it makes my child so open to tell me whatever challenges he may be facing apart from the homework. It is a good a platform for me and my child to chat and build a strong parent-child relationship.
Decide on the best option for solving the problem
Calling the child’s class-teacher to consult everything about the homework, would be the best solution. One it would build my rapport with the teacher and my child as well. The teacher will feel how responsible I am and he/she will be more motivated while teaching the children. My child will also feel very proud of me as a parent that helps the teacher fulfil his/her duty. The child will also feel that he has a good parent who is concerned about his academic progress. The consultation will also clarify on whether the child is supposed to gather the research items on his own or the parent could help in gathering. Any other duty that the parent should perform would also be clear with the consultation. 
The teacher would also advise on whether I should help the child with the homework project or just allow him exercise the skills he has learnt from school. From the call I would also understand the skills that are being tested by the homework and this will guide the parent into overseeing the child’s project development at home. The understanding would also help the parent offer the necessary guidance and perhaps respond to any questions that will arise from the child throughout the project phase. In the end, the child will have learn to follow instructions and seek clarification as well as acquire the skills that the project intends to instill in them. All the parties involved in the project will therefore be satisfied with this approach.
Explain how you will implement the decision made and reflect on whether this option was the most effective
I would immediately call the teacher on reading the child’s homework and seek clarification on whether the homework should be solely done by the child or parental intervention is needed and if so to what extent it is needed. It is the most effective decision as it has no disadvantage rather has the most advantages for the greatest number of people.
Conclusion
Problem-solving skills are a must have for anyone. They help us in all situations of life. The six stage cycle of identifying to resolving a problem are all relevant and must be observed cautionary for the intended goal which is solving a problem to be attained.
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